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Some Additions of Mr, LyRer to his former Communications about 
Vegecable Excrefcencies, and Ichneumon Wafps ; together 
rvitb an Inquiry concerning Tarantula's, and a Di/covery ofano- 
tber Musk-fented lnU£i : tran(mitted to the Publijher from 
Yoxkin two Letters, cfOblob.16. and 28. 1671* 

The ExtraU of one ofthefe Letters : 

TH it this Letter may not be without all matter of Phi- 
lofophy, you may take an occafion to put this Quare 
to your cor.refpondents of Italy t viz. 

Whether theTarantula be not a Phalangium ( that is , a fix- 
eyed skipping Spider) as Matthiolus and others feem to tell us > 
iffo, whether fome later Authors impofe not on us by giving 
usa Gutt or Figure of a Net or Reticulum orbiculatum^hioh. our 
Englifh Phalangia are never (that I know of ) obferved to 
weave or make ufeof in hunting > and whether the perfon 
bit by a Tarantula, be not ever 5 when on his feet, difpofed to 
and a&ually dancing after the nature of a Phalangium, which 
never moves but by skippings , even as it happens with fuch 
that are bitten by a Mad Dog, who have been fometimes ob* 
ferved to bark like a dog : &c. And if fo 5 what we are to think 
and credit concerning fuch and fuch MufiCil tunes, faid to be 
moft agreeable and tending to the Cure of perfons bit by a 
Tarantula? 

But next among other thingsj had the good fortune to pre- 
fent Mr. Willuughby giving me thehonourof two vifits 3 wi:h a 
Mns\-Ant * an Infect obferved by me not 
m- "e ",uik-i;iefts many days before his firft vific ; And though I 
Kum 7.-,. puzo. cannot fend you the Infects themfelves , as 
jl 8 XUmb ' '*' having parted with ail I had, yet I will the 
Note, vi%. 
Septemb. 7„ I found in a Sandy Ditcbbank, the firft hol- 
low beyovid the Rj'ng-houfes in the high-road to London &* 
bout a mile and an half from TorJ^, a fort of exceeding 
fmiU Pifmires (by which note alone I think they may be fur- 
ficiemly diftinguifn'c from all at lcaft that I have feen,) 
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Thofe without wings were of a light-yellow or flaxen, and 
being broken at on's noftrils they emitted, like others., an acid 
or fowrc fent ; but thofe of the fame bank toitb wings, were 
cole-black, audthefe, bruifed and fraelt to, emitted fo fra- 
grant a fmell like wm ^,that I muft confefs they were too ftrong 
for me to endure : yec having kept them fome time by me,the 
more delicate fex were not difpleafed widi the fmell* And 
an Apothecary in this City, famous for his diligence in Chy- 
mical Operations , did compare them (unfeen and not yet 
made known to him) to an excellent balfom , he is wont to 
prepare. 

Mr. Willougbby inform'd me , that he had found the Goat- 
chafer or Srveet beetle * out of feafon as to that 
fmell j and thereupon asked me, what I had ob- * of which fa 
f erved as to the time of their fweeteft and (Irons- !*'" ™ b ' "A?" 
eft knelling ? I anlwer d, that 1 believed k to be ?<s. p.ia8i. 
at the time of the Coit^ for afmuch as at that time, 
when I took them highly perfumedji had obferved the female 
full of Egg. 

The ExlraU of the other Letter :, 

Send you a fecond paper about Vegetable Excrefcencies 5 
the fliortnefs of the former * and fome *of which fee 
things therein , perhaps liable to Exception , Numb. 75. p. 
obliging me thereto. z * 54- 

Concerning the fifth and Iaft proportion of the firfl paper, 
it might be more intelligibly expreffed thus , vi% That the 
fubftance or fibrous part of many Vegetable Excrefcencies 
feems uoito be the food of the worms found in them : My 
meaning is, that the worms in thofe Vegetable Excrefcencies, 
which produce Ichneumons (to which kind of In feci: we would 
limit this propoficion , and therefore expunge all other m- 
Itances,) thefe worms, I fay, do not feem Co devour the fub- 
ltar.ee or fibrous part of them, as other worms eat the Ker- 
nels of nuts, 8rc, but that (what-ever their manner of feed* 
ing is, and we doubt not but that they are nourilh't in and 
upon fome part of them.,) the. Vegetable Excrefcencies ftill 
mightily increafe in bulk, and rife ?s the worms feed. 
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It is obfervable (to endeavour a Solution) that fome of the 
Ichneumons delight to feed of a liquid matter, as the Eggs of 
Spiders, the juices (if not Eggs) within the bodies of Cater- 
pillars and Maggots : Whence we conjecture, that thofe of 
the fame Genus, to be found in Vegetable Excrefcencies, may 
in like manner flick- in the juices of the equivalent parts of 
Vegetables* And this the dry and fpongy texture of fome of 
thole kind of Excrefcencies feems to evince : For, if you cut 
in pieces a Wild-poppybead , for example, for the great and 
loft balls of the Oak^i you'i find in thofe partitions, wherein 
thefe worms are lodged, nothing but a pithy fubftance like 
that of young Elder; and if there chance to be any cells yet 
uofeifed,(which I have fometimes obferved)the feeds therein 
will be found yet entire and ripe. Whence very probably they 
feed upon or fuck-in by little and little the yet liquid pulp of 
the tender feed?,and leave the fubftance or fibrous part to be 
expanded into an Excrefcence* 

As for matter of Fad:, to clear the truth of that opinion, 
that the divers races of Ichneumons are generated by their re- 
ipecStive Animal-parents, and particularly that thofe, which 
the divers Excrefcencies of Vegetables produce, are not 
■plantigenous, I am in great hopes, theinftance of Peppy- beads, 
fwoln into Excrefcencies, will favour us the next feafon* My 
expectation is chiefly grounded upon the condition and na- 
ture of that plant } which is fuch, that nothing can pierce 
the skin of it and wound it but it muft necefTarily leave a mark 
of its entry, the milky juice fpringing upon the lighteft pun- 
cture, and drying aud concreting fuddainly into a red fear : 
And this, I think, I may afSrm,that of the many heads grown 
into Excrefcencies, which I gathered this Summer, ail had 
more or lefs of thofe marks upon them. But our aim is here 
only to make way for the Obfervaticn againft the next 
feafon 5 to which purpofe a!fo we propofe the following 
Quarts > 

u Whether the (bagged balls of the Wild 7{ofe are not Ex- 
crefcencies grown from the bud and very fruit of the plant y 
like as the Wild-Poppy-hzv.6% are apparently not for worms 
but feed, 
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2. Whether the large and foft balls of the Oak are not in 
like manner the bud and acorn with all the parts of a fprou. 
ing branch, thus monftroufly perverted from the firft defigu 
of nature ? 

3, Upon what parts or juices the Ichneumons or ms , fup> 
pofed tobethruft iato Caterpillars and ether Maggots, can 
be thought to feed : And whether there be not actually Ep-gs 
in Caterpillars and Maggots (as ther.s are to be obferyed in 
their refpedive Chry(alts's) fufficient to ferve thern for food ? 

Concerning the name wApM, although J could willingly 
refer you to Mr. Ray, who is another Hefychius 5 yetforpre- 
fentfatisfactionlflialltranfcribe what the Excellent Critique 
G» Vojfius faith (c, 1 6.de lmmicitia ; ) Ichneumon (i.e. Mm Pba- 
raor.ii five /Egyptian) Crocodili (3 Afpidis ova indagat, unde illi 
Ichneumonis nomen, quaji dices Indagatorem (*™ n V/jSm : ) 
Reperta utriu(que ova content 5 ut eft apud Oppianum in y> de Ve- 
natione '• Nicander tamen ait, eum A(pidis ova humi mandare. 

Now a like Obfervation of certain Infects of the Wafp- 
kind, made no doubt by fome of the Antients,occafioned the 
application of that name to Wajps as well as to that Egyptian 
Moufe* Yet cannot I remember to have met with in any of 
the Antients of more than one text concerning thofe Wafpj 5 
viz. Ariftot.de Hift.Amm.l^c,io. which Pliny (vid. lib.i r.c*2 1.) 
hath rendred, in a manner verbatim, thus : fc(p£ 3 qua Ichneu* 
mones vocantur ((unt autem minores quam alia) unum genus ex 
araneis perimunt^ pbalangium appellatum, & m nidos fuos fount > 
deinde illinunt} t3 ex lis, incubando i Juum genus procreant. 

How far this relation is true, and agreeable to modern 
Obfervations, we (hall have perhaps occafion to difcourfeof 
elfe- where ; Our defign here is only to tell you, that we have 
enough to make us believe, that thofe very Infects, we have 
been treating of, are , for kind , the Ichneumons of the 
Antients* 
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